
  

 

License to Publish  

I. Requirement of Acceptance:  

The following Grant of License (“License”) must be signed and returned to the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science (“AAAS”) before a manuscript can be 
accepted for publication in Science or one of its sister journals (Science Advances, 
Science Immunology, Science Robotics, Science Signaling, Science Translational 
Medicine).  

By signing this License, you represent and warrant that you have the authority and all 
necessary rights to execute this License. For example, if your institution places 
limitations on publishing agreements or asserts its own right to distribute or provide 
access to the works of its faculty, you must obtain a waiver from your institution that 
releases you from such restrictions so that you can sign this License. After publication of 
your manuscript by AAAS, your institution may exercise all rights to use the Work (as 
defined below) as are retained by Authors in section III of this License.  

If the copyright in the contribution is owned by your employer, your employer or an 
authorized representative must sign this form.  

Should AAAS decide not to publish your manuscript, upon final written notification to 
you that AAAS will not publish your manuscript, this License shall be null and void. 
AAAS retains complete discretion as to whether to publish any manuscript, and in what 
form.  

II. Rights of Publication  

In consideration of publication by AAAS of the manuscript currently titled 
_____________________________________________________ (the “Work”) and 
authored by ___________________________________________ (“You”),  

You hereby grant to AAAS the sole and exclusive, irrevocable right to publish, 



  

reproduce, distribute, transmit, display, store, translate, create derivative works from and 
otherwise use the Work, for any purpose, including commercial purpose, in any form, 
manner, format, or medium, whether now known or hereafter developed, throughout the 
world and in any language, for the entire duration of any such right and any renewal or 
extension thereof and to permit/sublicense others to do any or all of the foregoing as well.  

With regard to associated supplemental materials, data, audio and/or video files that You 
have submitted for publication with Your manuscript, You hereby grant to AAAS the 
non-exclusive right to publish, reproduce, distribute, transmit, display, store, translate, 
create derivative works from and otherwise use these supplemental materials in any form, 
manner, format, or medium, whether now known or hereafter developed, throughout the 
world and in any language, for the entire duration of any such right and any renewal or 
extension thereof and to permit/sublicense others to do any or all of the foregoing as well.  

You retain copyright, subject to the rights You grant to AAAS above, and all rights not 
expressly granted in this License. No rights in patents or trademarks or other intellectual 
property rights other than as described above are transferred to AAAS in this License.  

You also authorize AAAS, but AAAS undertakes no obligation to, at its own expense, 
enforce the rights granted under this license on Your behalf against third parties whom 
AAAS believes to be infringing the copyright in the Work.  

III. Author Rights  

For the purposes of this License the “Final Published Version” shall be defined as the 
final, copyedited and proofed version of the Work that is published by AAAS. 

For the purposes of this License the “Accepted Version” shall be defined as the version 
of the Work that is accepted for publication by AAAS including changes resulting from 
peer review but prior to AAAS’s copy editing and production. 

Some but not all of AAAS’s journals make the Final Published Version available under 
the author’s choice of Creative Commons license.   Any such options will be made 
available to You after acceptance and may be subject to an Article Processing Charge 
(“APC”). 

A. Except as provided for in Sections III.C and III.D, after publication of the Work by 
AAAS, You and Your co-authors retain the non-exclusive right to use the Work in the 
following ways without further permission: 
 



  

1. Reprint the Final Published Version in print collections of Author's own writings. 
 
2.  Reprint the Final Published Version in print format for inclusion in a thesis or 
dissertation that the Author writes. 
 
3.  Present the Final Published Version orally. 
 
4.   Reproduce the Final Published Version for use in courses the Author is teaching. 
(If the Author is employed by an academic institution, that institution may also reproduce 
it for course teaching.) 
 
5.   Distribute photocopies or a PDF of the Final Published Version to colleagues for 
non-commercial purposes only (providing that recipients are informed that they may not 
further distribute or copy it). 
 
6.  Post a copy of the Accepted Version on the Author's personal website or in their 
Institution’s archival database repository, provided a hyperlink to the Final Published 
Version on the Science website is included and provided the Accepted Version is marked 
with the following notice: "This is the author's version of the work. It is posted here by 
permission of the AAAS for personal use, not for redistribution. The definitive version 
was published in Science Journal Title {VOL#, (DATE)}, doi: {doi number for your 
manuscript}". 
 
7.  Reuse figures and tables created by the Author in future works the Author writes.  
 
8. The Author's employer may use the Accepted Version for non-commercial 
research purposes. (“Non-commercial research purposes” is defined as research 
undertaken for purposes other than (a) a profit motive, (b) for commercial exploitation, 
(c) monetary gain derived from the outcome of the research, (d) research undertaken on 
behalf of a commercial entity, or (e) other similar purposes.) 
 
9.  Author may use or authorize use of Supporting Online Material associated with 
the Work for any purpose and in any format. 

B.  Authors of Research Articles, Reports, Reviews, Research Resources or Technical 
Comments arising out of NIH grants awarded no earlier than 2 May 2005 or who are 
required by their funding agencies to make their research results publicly available may 
do so under the following conditions:  

The Author may cause the posting, no sooner than 6 months after final publication of the 
Work by AAAS, of the Accepted Version in their funding body’s archive or designated 
repository provided it includes a hyperlink to the final published version on the Science 
website and the full reference citation and provided that further use of the posted article 
copy is restricted to non-commercial research purposes (“Non-commercial research 
purposes”  is defined as research undertaken for purposes other than (a) a profit motive, 
(b) for commercial exploitation, (c) monetary gain derived from the outcome of the 



  

research, (d) research undertaken on behalf of a commercial entity, or (e) other similar 
purposes).  This policy does not apply to article types that are not specifically mentioned 
above. The Author must ensure that the Accepted Version is not released on their funding 
body’s archive or repository until 6 months after its final publication date in a Science 
journal. 

C. If  the option to publish the Work under the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 
International Public License (CC BY) was provided by AAAS after acceptance of 
Your manuscript and You selected such option and paid any applicable APC: After 
publication of the Work by AAAS, You and Your co-authors may make all uses of the 
article permitted by the CC BY license, subject to all conditions of that license.  

D. If the option to publish the Work under the Creative Commons Attribution-Non 
Commercial 4.0 International Public License (CC BY-NC) was provided by AAAS 
after acceptance and You selected such option and paid any applicable APC: After 
publication of the Work by AAAS, You and Your co-authors may make all uses of the 
article permitted by the CC BY-NC license (subject to all conditions of that license), plus, 
if applicable, the uses set forth in III.B above as well as the following commercial uses:  

1. Use the work or a portion of the work as part of a larger work that You create (e.g. use 
figures in new journal articles or book chapters, use excerpts in new articles, book 
chapters, blog posts, use the entire work in a collection of Your work), under the 
following conditions:  

a. credit must be given to its first publication in the appropriate volume of the 
relevant Science journal; 

b. the author of the larger work must be the same author of the Work published 
hereunder; 

c. republication of the Work or any substantially similar version of the Work in 
another journal is not permitted.  
 

2. Use and permit others to use the Supplemental Materials for any purpose provided 
credit is given to its first publication in the appropriate issue of the relevant Science 
journal.  
 
 
 



  

IV. User Access and Rights (applicable only to Works published under a Creative 

Commons License)  

Where AAAS publishes the Final Published Version under a Creative Commons License, 
AAAS will make the Final Published Version freely accessible online without barriers or 
embargo. Upon publication, AAAS will also submit the Final Published Version to 
PMC/UKPMC for immediate release.  

AAAS shall publish the Work under the Creative Commons License selected by the 
Contributing Author after acceptance. Use of the Final Published Version by Yourself 
and others shall be subject to the terms of the Creative Commons License that is selected:  

1) Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International Public License (CC BY): This 
license allows users to copy, redistribute, remix, transform, and build upon a work, in any 
format or medium, for any purpose including commercial purpose, on a perpetual basis 
provided they credit the work and the authors. Users must explain any changes that were 
made from the original and may not suggest the authors endorse the use. The resultant 
work must be made available under the same terms, and must include a link to the CC 
BY 4.0 International License.  

The full legal code of the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International Public License 
may be found at https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode  

2) Creative Commons Attribution-Non Commercial 4.0 International Public License 
(CC BY-NC): This license allows users to copy, redistribute, remix, transform, and build 
upon a work in any format or medium, but only for non-commercial purposes and not for 
commercial advantage or monetary compensation. These rights are granted on a perpetual 
basis although users must credit the work and the authors. Users must explain any 
changes that were made from the original and may not suggest the authors endorse the 
use. The resultant work must include a link to the CC BY-NC 4.0 International Public 
License.  

The full legal code of the Creative Commons Attribution-Non Commercial 4.0 
International Public License may be found at http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-
nc/4.0/legalcode.  
  



  

V. Additional Author Representations  

You warrant and represent that:  

• the Work is original; 
• all the facts contained therein are true and accurate; 
• the Work does not contain any libelous statements; 
• the Work has not been published elsewhere; 
• the Work does not infringe upon any copyright, proprietary, or personal right of 

any third party.  

You agree to indemnify, defend and hold harmless AAAS against any claims in respect 
of the warranties above.  

VI. Third Party Content 

IMPORTANT: If the Work contains any material that is owned or controlled by a third 
party, You must obtain permission for its use and submit written evidence of that 
permission to Your Editor and You must clearly acknowledge the source and copyright 
holder of that material within the text of the Work.  

 This work was created under U.S. Government Contract 
Grant Number:___________ 
The AAAS recognizes the U.S. Government’s non-exclusive rights to use the Work for 
non-commercial, governmental purposes where such rights are established in the grant or 
contract. 
 
By signing this License, You warrant that You have the full power to enter into this 
License. This License shall remain in effect throughout the term of copyright in the 
Work and may not be revoked without the express written consent of both parties. 
This License shall be governed and construed, and any dispute arising hereunder 
resolved, in accordance with the laws of the District of Columbia, United States of 
America, without resort to the conflicts of laws principles thereof.  

  



  

Addendum to the License to Publish for Research Funded by cOAlition S 
Organizations*  

 
THIS ADDENDUM hereby modifies and supplements the License to Publish only with 
regard to research papers funded by cOAlition S Organizations that have implemented an 
Open Access policy that aligns with Plan S. 
This Addendum does not apply to Works that are not funded by cOAlition S 
Organizations.   
For Works funded by cOAlition S Organizations that have implemented an Open Access 
policy that aligns with Plan S (“cOAlition S Funded Work(s)”), this Addendum and the 
License to Publish, taken together, allocate all rights under copyright with respect to all 
versions of the cOAlition S Funded Work. The parties agree that wherever there is any 
conflict between this Addendum and the License to Publish, the provisions of this 
Addendum shall govern and control and the License to Publish shall be construed 
accordingly. 
AAAS licenses back the following rights to the Author in the version of the cOAlition S 
Funded Work that has been peer-reviewed and accepted for publication, (the “Accepted 
Version”) but not the final, copyedited and proofed version published by AAAS (the 
“Final Published Version”):  
The right to self-archive and distribute the Accepted Version under either a CC BY 4.0 
license or a CC BY-ND license, including on the Author’s personal website, in the 
Author’s company/institutional repository or archive, and in not for profit subject-based 
repositories such as PubMed Central, without embargo but only following publication of 
the Final Published Version. 
AAAS’ license back of the foregoing rights to the Author under this Addendum does not 
extend to any material in the Accepted Version that is owned by a third party.  The 
Author is solely responsible for obtaining rights from any such owner for use of that 
material in connection with the Author’s exercise of rights licensed back under this 
Addendum. 
The Author may not replace the Accepted Version with the Final Published Version. The 
Accepted Version posted must contain a legend as follows: “This is the accepted version 
of the following article: FULL CITATION, which has been published in final form at 
[Link to final article].”  
Author rights with regard to the Final Published Version remain as stated in the License 
to Publish. 
 
*A list of cOAlition S Organizations is maintained by cOAlition S at https://www.coalition-s.org/plan-s-
funders-implementation/  
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