
Science: What are your top three priorities
in science and technology?

BUSH: America’s economy leads the world
because our system of private enterprise re-
wards innovation. Entrepreneurs, scientists,
and skilled workers create and apply the
technologies that are changing our world. I
believe that our government must work to
help create a new generation of American
innovation and an atmosphere where 
innovation continues to thrive.• Ensure every American has access to
affordable broadband by 2007. Broadband
is a critical infrastructure that empowers our
nation’s economy, improves Americans’
quality of life, and offers life-enhancing ap-
plications such as e-learning and telemedi-
cine. We must keep the Internet tax-free, re-
duce burdensome regulations, and promote
innovative technologies such as wireless and
broadband over power lines.• Perform next-generation hydrogen re-
search. I have dedicated $1.7 billion over 5
years to develop hydrogen fuel cells and re-
lated technologies. The 2005 budget in-
cludes $228 million for the Hydrogen Fuel
Initiative, an increase of $69 million, or

43%, over 2004 funding, to develop the
technologies to produce, store, and distrib-
ute hydrogen for use in fuel-cell vehicles,
electricity generation, and other applica-
tions. My 2005 budget proposes tax incen-
tives totaling $4.1 billion through 2009 to
spur the use of clean renewable energy and
energy-efficient technologies.• Recruit science and technology to
combat terrorism. Terrorists use technology
to their advantage, and we must maintain
overpowering technical leadership to negate
their efforts. Fortunately, the relevant tech-
nologies are often “dual use,” so countering
bioterrorism, for example, will also help de-
feat naturally occurring infectious diseases
such as SARS.

KERRY: First, I will restore and sustain the
preeminence of American science and tech-
nology. This means supporting a strong,
well-balanced federal program of basic and
applied research across biological, physical,
engineering, mathematical, and other disci-
plines. My administration will ensure that
research advances connect directly to practi-
cal inventions to maintain economic leader-
ship, create good jobs, improve health, and

protect the environment while meeting our
energy needs. I will lift the ban on federal
funding of research on stem cell lines creat-
ed after August 2001. I will support federal
research partnerships and create a fiscal and
regulatory environment that encourages in-
vestment in innovation.

Second, John Edwards and I will work to
ensure that Americans are prepared for the
jobs of the future, jobs that depend increas-
ingly on a grasp of science, engineering, and
mathematics. It’s critical that all women and
men of all ethnic backgrounds are encour-
aged to enter these fields or to appreciate
their significance in their own careers. Our
educational system must develop new tools
that can convey complex information while
sustaining the essential excitement of scien-
tific discovery.

Third, I will ensure that all decisions made
by my administration will be informed by the
best possible science and technology advice. I
will bring science back into the White House.
I will restore the position of Assistant to the
President for Science and Technology and en-
sure that objective scientific advice, including
criticism, is fully considered at the White
House and federal agencies. C
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Bush and Kerry Offer Their 
Views on Science

Politicians are fond of touting research
and innovation as drivers for economic

prosperity, keys to good health and envi-
ronmental preservation, and pillars of 
national defense. Traditionally, these topics
are included mainly to provide applause
lines in stump speeches. But this year they
have become campaign issues, too.

The two major party candidates for U.S.
president, incumbent Republican George W.
Bush and his Democratic challenger, Senator
John Kerry, and their representatives have
sparred repeatedly over issues ranging from
embryonic stem cell research to global
warming. But that discourse, played out
across several months and thousands of
miles, may have been hard for the average
voter or international reader to follow. So as
it has done in past elections, Science has
consolidated the debate by inviting each
candidate to lay out his views on a dozen im-
portant issues.Their unedited answers follow.
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